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Image: https://www.spektrum.de/news/landkarte-aus-der-steinzeit/1002726

P. Utrilla, C. Mazo, M.C. Sopena, M. Martínez-Bea, R. Domingo, A palaeolithic map from 
13,660 calBP: engraved stone blocks from the Late Magdalenian in Abauntz Cave (Navarra, 
Spain), Journal of Human Evolution, Volume 57, Issue 2, 2009, Pages 99-111, ISSN 
0047-2484, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhevol.2009.05.005.



https://www.sapiens.org/culture/stick-chart-marshall-islands/
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With an index, the signifier can not exist 
without the presence of the signified. 

Bei einem Index kann der Signifikant 
nicht ohne das Vorhandensein des 
Signifikats existieren.
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Culturegraphy 
2014



Network Resilience 
2015



Trump Connections 
2017



Government Networks 
2018



Cosmic Web 
2016



“… data nor visualizations 
are ever neutral.”





»Perhaps the 
Universe can be 
though of as God's 
Brain.« 
Comment by mkogrady  
https://www.wired.com/2016/04/explore-cosmos-bonkers-
interactive-model/#article-comments

https://www.wired.com/2016/04/explore-cosmos-bonkers-interactive-model/#article-comments
https://www.wired.com/2016/04/explore-cosmos-bonkers-interactive-model/#article-comments


»we live in brain« 
Comment by Łukasz Erm  
youtube.com

http://youtube.com


»God apparently 
thinks he’s Jackson 
Pollock.« 
Comment by Data1001  
http://gizmodo.com/breathtaking-visualization-of-the-universe-
will-make-yo-1772363594

http://gizmodo.com/breathtaking-visualization-of-the-universe-will-make-yo-1772363594
http://gizmodo.com/breathtaking-visualization-of-the-universe-will-make-yo-1772363594


Communication dynamics in complex brain networks 
https://www.nature.com/articles/nrn.2017.149





cultural layer

computer layer

Interfaces

Naturalisation of the Machine

Mechanisation of the human
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WE ARE AT THE 
BEGINNING OF 
RECORDED 
HISTORY.
Rian Hughes, Cult-ure, 2010



IF EVERYTHING 
BECOMES DATA, 
WHAT ARE WE 
MISSING?



SITUATING #METOO
A project by Kim Albrecht with textual and conceptual 
support from Catherine D'Ignazio, Cole Martin, and Matthew 
Battles. Supported by metaLAB (at) Harvard & FU Berlin, 
Schlesinger Library, and the Harvard Data Science Initiative. 

http://kimalbrecht.com/
https://dusp.mit.edu/faculty/catherine-dignazio
https://www.iwrising.org/nicole-martin
https://metalabharvard.github.io/people/matthew
https://metalabharvard.github.io/people/matthew
http://metalab.harvard.edu/
https://www.schlesinger-metooproject-radcliffe.org/
https://datascience.harvard.edu/
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Frieder Nake

»Where there is nothing 
to calculate, we don’t 
need computers.«



Atlas of AI by Kate Crawford, 2021

»And due to the capital required 
to build AI at scale and the ways 
of seeing that it optimizes AI 
systems are ultimately 
designed to serve existing 
dominant interests.  In this 
sense, artificial intelligence is a 
registry of power«
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Draw a distinction.











Axiom 1



Axiom 1









Source: https://lisacharlotterost.de/2016/05/17/one-chart-tools/ 
https://lisacharlotterost.de/2016/05/17/one-chart-code/

https://lisacharlotterost.de/2016/05/17/one-chart-tools/
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THANK YOU
Abstraction Today: The Real and the Imaginary 

Prof. Dr. Kim Albrecht,  
Folkwang University of the Arts 
December 16th 2025

Slides: databased.design/de/notes/abstraction-today


